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Irish 4 Reproductive 
Health, “an 
independent group 

advocating for reproductive 
justice” at Notre Dame, 
intends to host a lecture by 
Katherine Watson, a member 
of Planned Parenthood’s 
National Medical Council 
and a Professor of Medical 
Education at Northwestern 

University. The lecture, 
entitled “Ordinary Abortion,” 
is advertised to feature 
discussion on Watson’s book, 
Scarlet A: The Ethics, Law 
and Politics of Ordinary 
Abortion. The event is 
scheduled to take place at 
Corbett Family Hall at the 
University of Notre Dame on 
March 5. 

In addition to her leadership 
with Planned Parenthood, 
Watson is currently on 
the Board of the National 
Abortion Federation, a group 
of independent abortion 
clinics. According to an 

interview with Rewire 
News, her current 
project is “an article 
about the argument 
for abortion as a moral 
good, as opposed to a 
necessary evil.” She 
has stated, “I refuse to 

stop talking about abortion 
and stressing that it is a 
moral, political, and social 
good.”    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
According to Irish 4 

Reproductive Health’s 
website, the group 
“believe[s] that access to safe 
and legal abortion is a right 
and a necessity for gender 
equality.” The group prefers 
to be known as “advocates 
for reproductive justice” 
rather than “pro-choice” 
because they believe the 
word “choice” emerges from 
a “perspective of race and 
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Revelations of 
clerical sexual
abuse have

ravaged the Church 
for decades. From the 
conviction of Gilbert 
Gauthe in 1985 to the
most recent allegations in 

the United States, Chile, 
Germany, Argentina, and 
Australia, the handling
and cover-up of clerical
abuse cases has induced 
many of the faithful to 
lose trust in Church
leadership. This week,
the Vatican worked to
restore this trust. 

The highly anticipated 
four-day summit on 
the sexual abuse crisis 

came to a close with a 
celebration of Mass on
Sunday, February 24. 114 
bishops and cardinals
from around the world 
travelled to the Vatican
for the landmark meeting 
focused on responsibility, 
accountability, and
transparency. Testimonies
from victims were at
the core of the summit,
including the testimony 

of an African woman who 
was forced to have three
abortions by a priest who
started raping her when 
she was 15 years old.

Sister Veronica
Openibo, a Nigerian 
nun and the leader of 
the Society of the Holy 
Child Jesus, powerfully 
renounced the culture of
silence within the clerical 
Church. “Too often we 
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When a man 
is ordained
as a priest, 

receiving the Sacrament of 
Holy Orders confers “an 
indelible spiritual character
and cannot be repeated
or conferred temporarily” 
(Catechism of the Catholic 
Church 1582). A character
such as this is “indelible,”
meaning “permanent,” and 
thus marks the soul for all
time, even after death. Only 
in two other sacraments, 
Baptism and Confirmation,
are characters conferred onto 
souls.

The rarity and permanency 
of these characters reflect
their profundity. Sacraments
such as the Sacrament of
Reconciliation may change
a person’s thoughts and 
actions. However, such a
sacrament does not change 
the person “ontologically,”
or “on the level of being,” as
does the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders.
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In the aftermath 
of Father Jenkins’ 
decision to cover up 

the Luigi Gregori murals 
of Christopher Columbus 
in the Main Building, 
Young Americans for
Freedom has united a 
coalition of dissent. Their
petition opposing the 
move has generated over
500 signatures, and on 
February 21, the group
hosted Managing Editor 
of the Daily Wire Michael
Knowles to deliver the 
lecture “Columbus: Hero
not Heathen.” 

Knowles heavily
criticized Father Jenkins’ 

decision, calling it 
“morally and pedagogically
indefensible.” For him, 
it is unintellectual for
history to be covered
up for the sake of what 
Jenkins believes is 
political correctness. “In 
2019,” Knowles asked, “is 
there any clear picture of 
how far our educational
system has fallen than for 
an American University 
president to cover up art 
and history with a giant 
tarp lest reality offend 
the ignorant and the
unreasonable?”

Questioning if the
University would apply 
this same logic to other 
works of art, Knowles 
joked that he personally 
would like modern art to 
be covered up “because
of how terrible it is.” He
asserted, “According to

Father Jenkins, art and 
history are simply too 
much to bear for the fragile 
minds of this University.” 

The remainder of
the lecture focused on
Christopher Columbus,
offering the perspective
that the left has smeared
Columbus with claims 
of “special monstrosity”
despite evidence that 
points to him as “one of the
greatest men in history”
and a “devout Catholic.”
Knowles claimed that
the left hate Columbus
because he “embodies
Western Civilization,” as 
a “transnational, devout 
Christian of low-birth, 
an autodidact, and the
greatest navigator of his 
age.”

Knowles expressed praise 
for Columbus’ persistent
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The Boyle-McGuire 
ticket was recently 
elected to represent 

the Notre Dame student 
body during the 2019-
2020 academic year. They 
have an ambitious platform 
and some excellent ideas. 
Our points of agreement 
include rescinding Theodore 
McCarrick’s honorary
degree (which thankfully, 
the administration has 
done since their election), 
starting a dining hall food 
waste campaign, bringing 
back the donate-a-meal 
initiative, fixing sidewalks, 
and allowing students to 
use flex points for laundry 
(this one is huge). These 
proposals and others seem 
to me to be good steps the 
school can take to improve 
university life, maintain 
moral integrity, and 
cultivate a more mindful and 
responsible student body.
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class privilege” that does not 
recognize restrictions on the 
marginalized.

Abortion is not a topic 
of debate in the Catholic 
tradition. According to the 
Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, “Human life must 
be respected and protected 
absolutely from the moment 
of conception. From the first 
moment of his existence, 
a human being must be 
recognized as having the 
rights of a person—among 
which is the inviolable right 
of every innocent being 
to life” (CCC 2270). Pope 
Francis has called abortion 
similar to “hiring a hitman” 
and the eugenics of the Nazis, 
but “with white gloves on.”

The question is: Should 
this University allow 
reproductive rights activists 
to use Notre Dame as 
a platform to advocate 
for the killing of unborn 
human beings in the name 
of discourse and free 
expression? Or should Notre 
Dame uphold their Catholic 
values by preventing 
advocacy for the killing of 
unborn children?

Notre Dame’s academic 
speech policy calls for 
speech to avoid undermining 
the mission of the University. 
According to the University 
of Notre Dame’s Academic 
Freedom and Associated 
Responsibilities policy in the 
Faculty Handbook, there is 
an obligation to have, “in the 
course of one’s utterances, 
work, and other conduct, 

protection of the basic 
mission of the University.”

University President Father 
John Jenkins has spoken 
of cases in which speech 
would not be acceptable at 
Notre Dame. In 2006, Father 
Jenkins said, “As long as 
the Gospel message and the 
Catholic intellectual tradition 
are present, we can welcome 
any serious debate on any 
thoughtful position here at 
Notre Dame.” He also stated 
in this speech: “The only 
exception I can imagine 
would come in the case of 
expression that is overt and 
insistent in its contempt for 
the values and sensibilities of 
this University.”

The Rover asked Paul 
Browne, Vice President 
for Public Affairs and 
Communications for Notre 
Dame, if the University would 
allow Katherine Watson 
to deliver the “Ordinary 
Abortion” lecture on 
campus. Browne responded: 
“Irish 4 Reproductive Health 
is not a recognized student 
organization, and therefore 
cannot book space on 
campus or invite speakers.”

Irish 4 Reproductive 
Health has circumvented 
the rule that only recognized 
student groups can reserve 
space on campus and invite 
speakers by enlisting the 
help of allied academic 
departments. For their most 
recent on-campus event, 
“Reversing Roe,” the Gender 
Studies Department served 
as co-sponsor. For “Ordinary 
Abortion,” the group enlisted 
the help of the Department of 
Anthropology, who agreed to 

co-sponsor and reserve space 
for the lecture. However, the 
day after Irish 4 Reproductive 
Health announced their co-
sponsorship, the Department 
was informed by the 
University that they could not 
sponsor “Ordinary Abortion” 
as Irish 4 Reproductive 
Health is not a recognized 
student group.

According to Professor 
of Anthropology Agustin 
Fuentes, the department 
chair, “The Department 
of Anthropology cannot 
officially co-sponsor it 
[“Ordinary Abortion”] 
as the group [Irish 4 
Reproductive Health] is 
not a recognized student 
group by the University.” 
He said any “language” of 
co-sponsorship had been 
removed from materials 
advertising the event.

Currently, space for the 
lecture will still be provided 
by the Department of 
Anthropology in Corbett 
Family Hall, despite the 
fact that the Department 
can no longer “officially co-
sponsor” the lecture.

Fuentes told the 
Rover: “There is a broad 
anthropological engagement 
with issues of reproductive 
health and the book seems 
to be getting attention so we 
agreed they could use one 
of our spaces to hold the 
session.” When asked why 
he would provide a platform 
for an abortion advocate, 
Fuentes responded, “Are 
you asking me specifically 
why I would offer space for a 
presentation by a mainstream 
scholar that addresses support 

for particular perspectives 
of women's reproductive 
health (in this case access 
to abortion, currently a legal 
right in the USA)? … I do 
think it is important for this, 
and multiple, perspectives on 
women's reproductive health 
to be a part of the intellectual 
conversations on this, and 
any, campus.”

Irish 4 Reproductive 
Health spoke to the Rover 
regarding the difficulty of 
holding on-campus events 
as an unrecognized student 
group. They said, “The lack 
of SAO-approved status does 
create logistical challenges 
specifically with regard to 
holding events on campus. 
We want our public events to 
reach a diverse audience, not 
just a self-selecting group 
that might be willing to 
travel off campus to attend. 
So far, we have been able to 
find ways to do this and plan 
to continue doing so.”

The group said, “It’s 
unfortunate that the 
Department of Anthropology 
was informed that they 
needed to step down as 
co-sponsors for our event. 
Our understanding is that 
this policy would apply 
to any group that lacks 
official recognition by 
the University. We hope 
that standard is enforced 
fairly and equally. We also 
encourage the administration 
to reconsider this rule, which 
is an unnecessary limitation 
on the autonomy of academic 
departments.”

Irish 4 Reproductive 
Health hopes to use their 
on-campus venue to reach 

a wider audience and 
contribute to the discourse 
surrounding abortion at 
Notre Dame. They said, 
“We are creating space 
for a position that is less 
audible on campus, thereby 
contributing to this dialogue. 
This builds on the mutual 
goal of a former [Right to 
Life] president and one of our 
founding members to foster 
an ongoing conversation 
about abortion that moves 
beyond tired shouting 
matches.”

It remains to be seen 
whether or not Irish 4 
Reproductive Health will 
have the ability to hold their 

“Ordinary Abortion” lecture 
at Notre Dame. Despite 
the enforcement of the rule 
that University departments 
cannot sponsor lectures 
by unrecognized student 
groups, Irish 4 Reproductive 
Health claims the lecture will 
occur as advertised at Notre 
Dame in the space obtained 
from the Department of 
Anthropology.

Ellie is a sophomore 
majoring in political 
science and philosophy. 
She is fond of coffee shops 
and thunderstorms. You 
can reach her at egardey@
nd.edu. 
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